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last). And while there has been 
much heartache and grief in and 
through the midst of the pandemic, 
there have been numerous lessons 
and blessings during this time.  
The pandemic has, in many ways, 
brought a refocusing of my life.  
It has prompted me to reevaluate 
how I am living my life, as well  
as the priorities within it. If living 
through a pandemic has taught  
me anything, it’s taught me  
the importance of counting my 
blessings. It has taught me to be 
grateful for the life I have, the 
resources I’ve have been blessed 
with, and the immeasurable impact 
my family, friends, and community 
have in my life. It has brought 
about a re-shifting of priorities and perspectives—so much so that 
I find myself frequently praying those all so familiar words: “All 
things come of thee, O Lord, and of thine own have we given thee.”

In choosing this as our theme for our Every Member Canvass, it  
is my desire that we dust off these words from within our hearts.  
It is my wish that we cleave to these words. And above all, it is my 
hope that we truly begin to live, breathe, and embody these words 
within our individual lives and our collective hopes and aspirations 
at the Church of Our Saviour.

One way in which we are striving to do that is by what you will  
read below in this brochure. You will find the experiences of some 
of our sisters and brothers who have shared, from their time here 
at the Church of Our Saviour, what these timeless words mean  
to them. It is their expression of living the reality that “All things 
come of thee, O Lord.” What you will read, are the efforts of those 
in this parish family, to share the ways in which the Church of Our 

About the Parish
The Church of Our Saviour is an active parish that has worshipped 
God through beauty and holiness since 1924. We are located at 
the corner of North Highland and Los Angeles Avenues in the 
heart of the Virginia-Highland neighborhood.

We are committed to providing one of the most beautiful liturgies 
in the city of Atlanta, and at the same time to furnishing a service 
that glorifies God and allows all an opportunity to encounter the 
Living God through Jesus Christ. We embody this ethos by living 
out and living into the mission of the Church: “To restore all people 
to God and each other through Jesus Christ.”

From the Rector
FR. CHRIS MILLER

“All things come of thee, O Lord, and of 
thine own have we given thee.” These are 
words that many, if not all of us are familiar 
with. Many of us have said or heard these 
timeless words of Scripture, week after 
week, decade after decade. And as a result 
of this cherished repetition, they have 
become prayerfully ingrained upon our 

hearts and rooted in our minds. They are words of comfort. They 
are words which remind us that God is in our midst. That He is 
present, real, tangible, and active within our lives. And they 
console our hearts with the truth that God reigns supreme over all 
things, and that we, as His Children, are stewards of the gifts and 
blessings He has bestowed upon each and every one of us.

You and I have much to be thankful for, and if you’re like me, living 
through a pandemic has been a first for me (and prayerfully a 

“ If living through a 
pandemic has taught 
me anything, it’s taught 
me the importance of 
counting my blessings. 
It has taught me to be 
grateful for the life I 
have, the resources I’ve 
have been blessed with, 
and the immeasurable 
impact my family, 
friends, and community 
have in my life.”
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CHRIS MCGEHEE
There are three blessings for which I am intensely grateful: the 
beauty of nature, the pleasures of reading, and the simple joy of 
human interactions. At Our Saviour, I am able to experience and 
share these blessings to the utmost.

On the flower guild, we bring some of nature’s beauty into the 
church to remind us of God the Creator. Every flower arrangement 
I work on affords me a chance to revel in God’s handiwork.

As a lector, I find fulfillment in trying to understand what God  
is saying in a passage of scripture and then giving it a voice.

Finally, there are rewards in serving at the altar during the 
Eucharist. As I help Fr. Chris distribute the elements, I feel a 
particular kinship and intimacy with my fellow parishioners.

In The Screwtape Letters, C. S. Lewis writes that God is “a hedonist 
at heart” and that “He has filled His world full of pleasures.” I am 
inclined to agree. And I find this especially evident at Our Saviour, 
where there are so many ways to find joy in serving.

Chris McGehee is a long-time member of Our Saviour, who can 
often be found serving at the altar or acting as a greeter and usher. 
He currently serves as a lector, lay eucharistic minister, and a 
member of the flower guild.

JULIE ROBERTS
Thirty years ago, the Church of Our Saviour became a major part 
of my life, and I found a warm acceptance into the parish family. 
Working in several guilds—the altar guild, the flower guild, and the 
kitchen guild—was done whole-heartedly and with pleasure.

I am now a non-attending member but I hope to remain a member 
of the family.

Julie Roberts is one of the parish's most senior communicants, 
who has seen and been a part of the parish growing and changing 
over the years. She is a past Vestry member and Senior Warden, 

Saviour has caused them to read, mark, inwardly digest, and LIVE 
those cherished words: “All things come of thee, O Lord, and of 
thine own have we given thee."

As you read these stories, I pray that you will begin to 
contemplate your own story. My hope is that their stories will 
inspire you to reflect upon the ways in which the Church of Our 
Saviour has strengthened your faith, brought you peace, and 
gathered your steps and prayers for the days ahead. It is my desire 
that you find your place within these experiences and begin to  
see for yourself the ways in which God is present, tangible, and 
supremely imminent, and to live for yourself those time-honored 
words, as you pray about your financial pledge to this Parish, 
always remembering: “All things come of thee, O Lord, and of  
thine own have we given thee.”

Our Stories
The words below are our parishioners’ stories of each one's 
understanding of stewardship and what it means to belong to  
the community that is the Church of Our Saviour. You are invited 

to be emboldened by reading the 
stories here. More importantly, consider 
these, and see how and where God is 
calling you to newness of life, fullness of 
life, and greater trust, abandonment, 
and obedience to His divine will. When 
God says He is doing something new, 
we have nothing to fear. Therefore 
beloved, step out in faith, trust in our 
God, and rest in the hope that comes 
the moment we hear these words:  
“All things come of thee, O Lord, and  
of thine own have we given thee.”

More importantly, 
… see how and 
where God is calling 
you to newness of 
life, fullness of life, 
and greater trust, 
abandonment, and 
obedience to His 
divine will.
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ROB ROSENZWEIG
How has being a part of Our Saviour impacted your life?
It has given me an opportunity to belong to a group of caring, 
knowledgeable people from all walks of life who have helped me 
form myself as a spiritual and social person, which is an experience 
I lacked before the Church of Our Saviour.

What does it mean to you to be a part of this parish family?
It has meant I have access to a wealth of resources to answer 
questions about faith and learn about how my faith can improve 
my life and that of my family.

How do your gifts to the parish demonstrate your gratitude for 
what God has given you?
Knowing that the gifts we pledge are going directly to the support 
of the church, its programs, and outreach makes it easy to share 
what we have been fortunate enough to receive.

Rob Rosenzweig has been a parishioner of Our Saviour for almost  
15 years. Throughout those years he has been on the Finance 
Committee, served as an usher and oblation bearer, acted as a  
Godly Play doorkeeper, assisted with coffee hours, and helped set 
up many of our after-service receptions.

JENNIFER HOOSIER
What does it mean to you to be a part of this parish family?
When Eric and I first met and he asked me to visit his church, I had  
no idea what a “parish” was. Having grown up in other kinds of 
churches where my only exposure to liturgy was the occasional 
saying of the Lord’s Prayer, it’s fair to say that my first visit to  
Our Saviour was . . . overwhelming. I didn’t know what to do or 
when to do it, and I was fairly certain that I was somehow making 
a fool of myself with each part of the service. I felt the anxiety  
of the outsider, and I wanted to leave as quickly as possible once 
the final “Amen” had been said.

and also a member of the altar and flower guilds, Kitchen Keepers, 
and the reception committee.

ROB CLARK
The Church of Our Savior retains the liturgy, 
music, and atmosphere of reverence that 
have proven themselves to be conducive to 
Christian worship over the centuries, while 
also embracing an inclusivity that comes 
from the God-given gifts of reason and 
conscience. It is a community of people of 
sincere faith who worship God with heart, 
soul, and mind. It is a pleasure to help such 
an institution thrive by giving and serving to 
the best of my ability.

Rob Clark is currently the Senior Warden and a member of the 
Stewardship Committee. With a background in physics, he is able 
to see how the worlds of science and theology merge.

VIRGINIA KETCHUM
How has being a part of Our Saviour impacted your life?
Being a part of the Church of Our Saviour has greatly enriched  
my life. It is a true church home where everyone is welcome.  
I LOVE the service and look forward to it every Sunday. I think 
Father Chris is an exceptional priest and a very special person.  
I value the friendships I have made with other parishioners and 
feel a special bond with all the members. Beginning each week  
at the Church of Our Saviour puts a smile on my face and a 
recommitment to try and be a better Christian.

Virginia Ketchum is one of Our Saviour's newer members, having 
begun attending in the last couple of years. She serves by being  
a greeter and the first smiling face that many of us see on a 
Sunday morning.

“ It is a pleasure  
to help such  
an institution 
thrive by giving 
and serving  
to the best of 
my ability.”
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Here’s what actually happened after that service: No fewer than  
10 people stopped by to introduce themselves to me, ask who  
I was, and make sure I knew about the coffee hour downstairs. 
They smiled and welcomed me, and I knew that— although the 
format of worship was unfamiliar—the people that attended and 
made up the congregation were still a fellowship of brothers and 
sisters who cared about each other and loved this place, and all 
who joined them.

Nine years after my first visit, I still haven’t achieved "Level 10 
Anglican" (this is when you can raise and lower your kneeler using 
only your foot), but I know the people here are my family and all 
of us belong here.

Jennifer Hoosier has been coming to Our Saviour for nearly 
10 years, and throughout those years hasn't wavered in her 
commitment to help wherever and whenever she can. She helps 
with receptions, is a Godly Play doorkeeper, and serves as both  
a greeter and oblation bearer.

2021 Operating Budget
Following is an illustration and summary of the budget that we 
have operated with for 2021. As you can imagine, the pandemic 
has required that we respond with flexibility, and, like most years, 
our actual spending will be close to the budget but not reflect it 
exactly. During this year, we've adapted our expenses to accom-
modate a number of expenses for our buildings and grounds,  
as well as hiring a new Organist/Choirmaster. Still, the budget 
serves as our guide for the year, and it remains overall a good 
representation of where revenue is derived and how it is expended.

Funding for our mission and ministry largely comes from the 
contributions of parishioners, as the Church of Our Saviour is  
not an endowed parish. 

Revenue comes from these sources:

 � Pledged Contributions represent 69% of budgeted revenue for 
the year. These gifts are the fulfillment, across a year, of pledges 
made during the Every Member Canvass.

 � Non-pledged Contributions represent 20% of budgeted revenue 
for the year. These are gifts and contributions received from 
parishioners who have not pledged, newcomers and visitors,  
and loose plate offerings.

 � Rents & Miscellaneous represent 11% of budgeted revenue  
for the year. This category represents 
offerings and fees for the use of our 
facilities and other miscellaneous 
revenue. This category also represents 
rental of the rectory, which is used  
to support the Rector’s stipend.

Expenses are divided among  
these categories:

 � Personnel and Benefits, which 
represents 58% of budgeted expense 
for the year. This category includes 
salary and benefits for the Rector and 
Organist/Choirmaster, as well as part-time employment of  
a Parish Administrator, Bookkeeper, and Nursery Workers.

 � Program, which represents 4% of budgeted expense for the 
year. This category includes music program and instruments, 
service musicians, hospitality, and worship. This category was 
reduced significantly in 2021, as choristers were not used for the 
first half of the year. As the parish has reopened and programs 
return in full, expenses here will increase.

 � Administration, which represents 5% of budgeted expense for 
the year. This includes office supplies and postage, accounting 
support and audit, Internet/phone, and publicity.

 � Physical Plant, which represents 22% of budgeted expense  
for the year. This includes utilities, repairs and maintenance, 

…the budget serves 
as our guide for 
the year, and it 
remains overall a 
good representation 
of where revenue is 
derived and how  
it is expended.
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cleaning, landscaping, mortgage interest, 
property/liability insurance, and capital 
reserve.

 � Outreach, which represents 11%  
of budgeted expense for the year.  
This includes the Diocesan Assessment and 
other outreach expenditures.

Revenue received year-to-date, as of the 
end of August, was approximately 72% of 
budget. Pledged Contributions have 
generally been in line with budgeted 
expectations, while Non-Pledged 
Contributions and Non-Contribution 
Income have been somewhat greater than 
anticipated.

Expenses paid year-to-date, as of the end of August, were 
approximately 63% of budget. We have continued to pay our 
employees, honoring our commitment to them throughout the 
pandemic. Program, administration, and physical plant expenses 
have been somewhat above budget for the year-to-date, as the 
buildings have reopened, programs resumed, and operations 
maintained. Outreach is largely fixed and reflects expenditure  
for the Diocesan Assessment.

The shape of the 2022 budget has yet to unfold. Revenue will 
depend on the response to the Every Member Canvass. Expenses 
are under pressure to adjust, as programs resume and cost 
reductions are removed. If the Every Member Canvass shows a 
material increase, this will allow the Vestry room to imagine and 
explore new opportunities for ministry.

If you have any questions about the finances of the parish, I am 
always glad  
to address them.

Yours sincerely,
Brian Mullaney, Treasurer

Pledged 
Contributions 

69%

Rents & 
Miscellaneous 

11%

Non-Pledged 
Contributions  

20%

Physical 
Plant
22%

Personnel 
and Benefits 

58%

Administration  
5%

Program  
4%

Outreach 
11%

Budgeted revenues (above left) and expenses (above right) for 
2021 are illustrated here.

WHY PLEDGE?
The Episcopal Church reminds us: “Stewardship is about being 
grateful, responsible stewards of the gifts we receive from God. 
The tradition of giving back to God and to the church comes  
from the Biblical practice of “tithing,” which means to give back  
a tenth of our earnings to God (Numbers 18:26). The Episcopal 
Church offers a broad view of stewardship as being more than 

If the Every 
Member Canvass 
shows a material 
increase, this  
will allow the 
Vestry room to 
imagine and 
explore new 
opportunities  
for ministry.

Church of Our Saviour 
Operating Fund Budget—2021
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ask that you prayerfully consider your response to the Campaign 
and return a pledge by the Solemnity of All Saints, Sunday, 
November 7. 

WAYS TO CONTRIBUTE

Plate: At each service, you can place cash or a check into the 
offering place. If you have received offering envelopes in the past, 
these will again be provided before the end of the year. If you do 
not have offering envelopes and want them, please contact the 
parish office.

Online (oursaviouratlanta.org/give): You can give using EFT  
from your checking account or using a debit or credit card.  
You can donate once or set a recurring schedule to make 
payments throughout the year.

Mail: You can mail a check or request billpay sent to 985 Los 
Angeles Avenue, NE, Atlanta, GA 30306. (Please use the parish 
office address, which has a secured mailbox, rather than  
the North Highland one.)

IRA Contributions or Appreciated Securities: If you are required  
to take minimum distributions from your IRA, consider making  
it tax-free by directing it to the Church of Our Saviour. Please 
contact your IRA custodian for specific requirements. If you  
have questions the Treasurer is available to assist in completing  
a transfer. 

Similarly, there can be tax advantages to donating appreciated 
securities or other assets which the Treasurer can explore with 
you. Most any gift can be transferred to the parish. Please consult 
a professional advisor for specific guidance on your individual 
financial and tax circumstances.

simply contributing money to the 
church; it’s also about contributing 
time and talents, and volunteering 
for ministry and mission. It’s about 
reaching out to build relationships 
from a perspective of abundance 
instead of scarcity.”1

Parishioners are asked to pledge—
prayerfully and joyfully—but why? 
Christian stewardship is everything 
we do after we say we believe— 
this includes what we do with our 
financial resources. We return to God 
a portion of what we have received, 
recognizing that all we are and all  
we have is a gift from God.

Pledging focuses our priorities.  
Jesus calls us to focus on giving 

ourselves to the things that matter. Many of us lead very busy 
lives; yet so much of what we do may not be central to who we 
are. Completing a pledge indicates what matters to you. It is an 
opportunity to reflect on our baptismal covenant and to think 
about who we are and how we will respond in the coming year.

Pledging supports the work of the Church of Our Saviour. We 
each bear a responsibility to ensure that this parish remains vital 
and strong. Fulfillment of our pledges is the primary way we fund 
our ministries; pledging is the primary way the Finance Committee 
and Vestry plan for those ministries in the coming year, reflected 
in the adoption of a budget.

In October, you will receive a pledge card to indicate your financial 
intention for the coming year. Beginning this year, you may also 
submit your pledge online, at oursaviouratlanta.org/pledge. We 

1“ Stewardship.” The Episcopal Church. December 19, 2019. Retrieved from  
episcopalchurch.org/stewardship.

We each bear a 
responsibility to ensure 
that this parish 
remains vital and 
strong. Fulfillment of 
our pledges is the 
primary way we fund 
our ministries; pledging 
is the primary way the 
Finance Committee 
and Vestry plan for 
those ministries in the 
coming year, …
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ISAIAH 43:19

Now therefore, our God, we thank 
thee, and praise thy glorious name.

But who am I, and what is my 
people, that we should be able to 
offer so willingly after this sort? 
For all things come of thee, and of 
thine own have we given thee.

1 Chronicles 29:13-14



Our Mission: To restore all people to unity with God and each 
other in Jesus Christ. We pursue this mission as we pray and 
worship, proclaim the Gospel, and promote justice, peace,  
and love.

Our Vision: Working to grow our parish, as we raise up faithful 
disciples, form loving relationships, and worship God in the beauty 
of holiness.

Our Duty: The duty of all Christians is to follow Christ; to come 
together week by week for corporate worship; and to work, pray, 
and give for the spread of the kingdom of God.

The Church of Our Saviour
An Anglo-Catholic Parish in the Episcopal Diocese of Atlanta

1068 N Highland Ave NE, Atlanta, GA 30306
Parish house and mailing address:  
985 Los Angeles Ave NE, Atlanta, GA 30306

404-872-4169 • www.oursaviouratlanta.org
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